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Competition enforcement is a broad church. Each of
us—lawyers and economists, business people, and public
officials—has a different and valuable perspective to offer.
But there is one basic conviction that we all share: com-
petition matters to people’s daily lives.

That is why, at the confirmation hearing before the
European Parliament, I said that my main task as com-
missioner would be to protect competition in the inter-
ests of consumers and businesses. And as the past year
has shown, competition enforcement can change things
for the better, without compromising on fair and trans-
parent processes.

My concern has been to ensure that our work is firmly
grounded on independence, fairness, transparency, legal
certainty, and due process. As part of this respect for due
process, I am scrupulously careful not to comment on
details of ongoing investigations. Independent enforce-
ment is also one of the main objectives of our forthcom-
ing initiative to help national competition authorities
enforce the EU competition rules more effectively.

At the same time, no public authority has unlimited
resources. We have to focus on the most important
issues, with the greatest impact on people’s lives. Enfor-
cing competition rules is about protecting consumers.
To ensure that they are not harmed by artificially high
prices or by limited access to the products they want.

The most serious competition infringements remain
at the heart of our work. Cartels are the antithesis of
competitive markets. They remove any incentive to in-
novate, invest, or otherwise serve customers’ needs. Nat-
urally, busting cartels is a very important priority.

For example, we adopted a decision in October 2015
against optical disc drive manufacturers that colluded to
rig tenders. Every day millions of EU citizens use devices
with optical disc drives like desktop computers, laptops,
and games consoles. Keeping these markets competitive
is therefore important. This is just one example of cartels
affecting mass markets.

Competition enforcement also contributes to the
Commission’s 10 key priorities for action, including a
better single market for both on-line services and energy.

Action is needed to ensure that consumers have access to
a wide choice of goods and services at the best possible
prices. They are also the areas where we need action at
the EU level to make a real difference.

So, when it comes to tackling abuses of dominant
market positions, we have pressed ahead with a number
of cases in energy and digital markets.

In April, we sent a Statement of Objections to Gazprom
about partitioning Central and Eastern European gas
markets, for example by reducing customers’ ability to
resell gas cross-border. This may have enabled Gazprom
to charge unfair prices in certain Member States.

We also took action on Bulgaria’s energy markets. In
March, we sent a Statement of Objections to Bulgarian
Energy Holding (BEH) about hindering competitors’
access to key gas infrastructure. And in December, we
closed a separate antitrust case against BEH, concerning
electricity, after the company committed to make it easier
to trade electricity, improve price transparency, and pro-
mote integration with neighbouring countries’ markets.

Turning to the digital economy, we sent a Statement
of Objections to Google in April alleging abuse of a
dominant position in the market for general internet
search by systematically favouring its own comparison
shopping product, thereby stifling competition and
harming consumers. We also formally opened a separate
investigation into Google’s conduct as regards the mobile
operating system Android. And, we launched an e-com-
merce sector inquiry into barriers to accessing goods
and services on-line across borders.

In the field of mergers, our cases are to some extent
chosen for us, by the deals that parties choose to do.
With the worst of the economic crisis behind us, merger
activity is picking up and we have dealt with a number
of important cases in energy and telecoms markets.

Consolidation has been a major theme in Europe’s
telecom markets this year. Operators claim that they
need scale to invest in better quality, speed, and coverage.
We will always listen to their arguments; but we will also
check their claims against market realities and consu-
mers’ interests.
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Our in-depth investigation into Telenor and Telia-
Sonera’s proposed mobile telecommunications joint ven-
ture in Denmark confirmed significant competition
concerns that required an equally significant remedy in
the form of creating a fourth mobile network operator.
What the parties offered did not seem enough to avoid
harm to competition in Danish mobile markets. In the
end, the proposed deal was called off.

In September, we approved General Electric’s plans to
buy the energy business of French rival Alstom. We had
serious competition concerns for advanced heavy-duty
gas turbines, the most efficient, cleanest, and most flex-
ible fossil fuel power generation technology, but those
concerns were addressed by the sale of central parts of
Alstom’s heavy-duty gas turbines business. The case was
an example of transatlantic cooperation: we worked
closely with the US Department of Justice Antitrust Div-
ision to ensure that a big EU–US merger could go ahead
without harming competition.

State-aid rules can make a big difference to well-
functioning energy and telecoms markets. In April, we
launched the first ever State-aid sector inquiry into
Member States’ electricity generation capacity mechan-
isms. ‘Governments can grant subsidies where necessary
to make sure that there is enough electricity generation
capacity to meet demand. But I want to make sure
that those subsidies do not unduly favour particular

producers or technologies, or create obstacles to trade
across national borders.

Finally, we are making progress in ensuring that all
companies, however large or powerful, pay their fair
share of tax. In October, the Commission asked Lux-
embourg and the Netherlands to recover selective tax
advantages they had granted to Fiat and Starbucks, re-
spectively. We continue to investigate other tax rulings
in Ireland and Luxembourg, dealing with companies
that include Apple, Amazon, and McDonalds. We are
also investigating a scheme in Belgium which allows
multinational companies to substantially reduce their
corporation tax liability in Belgium on the basis of
so-called “excess profit” tax ruling.

Competition matters. The public looks to the Euro-
pean Commission to show that Europe takes their con-
cerns seriously. And, we do that by taking the decisions
that make a difference, whether they relate to digital
markets, energy, or fair taxation, or to cartels that try to
raise prices at the expense of consumers.

We protect consumers, aim to create jobs, and promote
economic growth. That is at the centre of the goals we
work towards. EU competition policy can help deliver
European-level solutions that affect people’s lives. Because
this is about people.
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